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UTAH’S TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing

The Importance of the Do the Write Thing Challenge 

The Do the Write Thing Challenge plays a key role in Utah’s long-term strategy to end youth violence. 

These student writings make powerful proposals on how adults and community members can 
interrupt the causes of youth violence. 

Utah’s Do the Write Thing (DtWT) Challenge works in cooperation with the National Campaign to 

Stop Violence. The first step to end youth violence is to talk about it.  The Do the Write Thing 
Challenge makes this initial step possible by creating a platform for youth, giving them a voice about 

how violence affects their lives and how it can be prevented. The program empowers young people 

in Utah and around the country to make a personal, written commitment to combat youth violence 
in their communities. The program works because it targets youth violence in the communities where 

violence takes place, then recognizes that the same communities hold the greatest power to create 

lasting solutions.   

Utah’s Do the Write Thing Challenge is sponsored locally by the Utah State Board of Education (USBE) 

and managed by the DtWT Committee and USBE’s Prevention and Student Services, Student Support 

Section.  The Prevention and Student Services staff support accountability, social justice, and system 

practices for each student. A student-focused, data-driven, systemic practice for all prevention work 

allows students to engage in an educational experience that results in the preparation and social 

capital necessary for college and career success and full participation in a global society. 

The mission of our team is to work systemically to provide supports to increase student access and 

reduce barriers which prevent students from experiencing success in school. Prevention and Student 

Services provides resources and supports in the schools in the areas of attendance, bullying, child 

abuse, gangs, human trafficking, substance abuse, and suicide, built on a foundation of restorative 

practices. By promoting wellness for the whole child, this team contributes to the Utah State Board of 

Education's vision of preparing each child to be college, career, and community ready upon 

graduation. 
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How the Campaign Works      

The DtWT Committee sent information to all Utah school district superintendents, middle school 

principals, and teachers encouraging them to involve their 7th and 8th grade students in the 

Challenge.  Suggestions on how to tie the Challenge into course work are available online for teachers 

at http://www.schools.utah.gov/prevention/dtwt. Students can research youth violence as part of a 
history class, write a poem as part of an English class, or even consider youth violence from a social 

science perspective.   

Following a classroom discussion about youth violence, students are asked to write answers to three 

questions: 

 How has youth violence affected my life? 

 What are the causes of youth violence? 
 What can my community and I do to reduce youth violence? 

School districts reported that over 1,300 students participated in classroom discussions, nearly 400 

students wrote and submitted writings about youth violence for review.  Students from the Rocky 

Mountain University of Health Professions, Salt Lake Community College, University of Utah, Weber 
State University, and USBE’s Student Support Section staff participated in the first round of judging, 

selecting the top two writings per school.  The VIP Judges had the difficult task of selecting a boy and 

a girl national finalist along with runners up. 

Utah’s National Finalists will participate with other National Finalists at the Do the Write Thing 

National Recognition Ceremony in Washington DC this July.  Finalists will meet with members of 

Utah’s Congressional delegation to discuss the problem of youth violence.  They will also attend a 
reception hosted by the Ambassador to the United States for the State of Kuwait.  Finally, a book 

containing the students’ writings will be placed in the Library of Congress.  Congratulations to all 

students who took the Challenge to do something about youth violence!  

The Utah State Board of Education’s Prevention and Student Services and the Do the Write Thing 
Organizing Committee thank the following for their generous support: 

Brent and Bonnie Jean Beesley Foundation, Wheeler Foundation, Kuwait-America Foundation, 

Marriott International, National Campaign to Stop Violence, Southwest Airlines, Utah State Board 

of Education, Rocky Mountain University of Health Professions, Salt Lake Community College, 

University of Utah, and Weber State University. 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 
        
 
 
 

National Finalists 

 
 
 

Parker Johnson 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberlee Irvine 
 
 
 
 

Peter Thompson 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberlee Irvine 
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Parker Johnson – 8th Grade 
South Ogden Junior High – Teacher, Kimberlee Irvine 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 

 
 
 
 
 

National 
Runners-Up 

 
 
 
 

Dani Smith 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Meagan Dommer 
 
 
 
 

Siope Kinikini 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Meagan Dommer 
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Siope Kinikini – 8th Grade 

Fort Herriman Middle School – Teacher, Meagan Dommer 
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UTAH’S CHALLENGE TO 

Do the Write Thing 

 
 

 
 

State Finalists 

Nathan Abarca 
7th Grade, Northwest Middle School 

Teacher, Linda Lujan 

Henry Armentrout 
8th Grade, Treasure Mountain Junior High 

Teacher, Laura Hughes 

Benson Ballard 
7th Grade, Lehi Junior High 
Teacher, Chancellor Carter 

Nikita Bumpers-Scott 
8th Grade, South Ogden Junior High 

Teacher, Kimberlee Irvine 

Lucy Carver 
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 

Teacher, Ashley Hauber 

Victor Chaston 
8th Grade, Roy Junior High 

Teacher, Dustin Flores 

Bentley Corona 
8th Grade, Valley Junior High  

Teacher, DeMarie Hoover 

Jasmine De Luna 
8th Grade, Valley Junior High  

Teacher, DeMarie Hoover 

Beck Erickson 
7th Grade, Diamond Fork Middle School 

Teacher, Reilly Ryan 

Maddox Eyre 
8th Grade, Summit Academy-Independence 

Teacher, Debra Wallace 
Samuel Gertge 

8th Grade, North Layton Junior High 
Teacher, Savannah Lund 

Nik Harper 
8th Grade, The Terra Academy 

Teacher, Crystal Allen 

Jackson Hughes 
8th Grade, Summit Academy- Draper 

Teacher, Heidi Stone 

Hazel Jonas 
7th Grade, Canyons Online Middle School 

Teacher, Mariah Higgins 

Kayla Kunz 
7th Grade, Butler Middle School 

Teacher, Anna McNamer 

 Gwen Lloyd 
8th Grade, North Layton Junior HIgh 

Teacher, Savannah Lund 
Gabriella Long 

8th Grade, The Terra Academy 
Teacher, Crystal Allen 

Emmet Lurth 
7th Grade, Minersville School 

Teacher, Many Jones 

Jersee Marshall 
8th Grade, Minersville School 

Teacher, Mandy Jones 
Destini Masters 

8th Grade, Roy Junior High 
Teacher, Dustin Flores 

Jack McAllister 
8th Grade, Canyons Online Middle School 

Teacher, Mariah Higgins 

Macy McCarter 
8th Grade, Summit Academy-Draper 

Teacher, Kim Arminen 
Elisabeth Pehrson 

8th Grade, Summit Academy-Independence 
Teacher, Debra Wallace 

Deija Peni 
7th Grade, Northwest Middle School 

Teacher, Linda Lujan 
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Parker Phipps  
8th Grade, Fort Herriman Middle School 
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Grayson Rae 

8th Grade, Treasure Mountain Junior High 
Teacher, Larissa Fomuke 

Elizabeth Robinson 
8th Grade, Desert hills Middle School 

Teacher, Michaela Streeter 

Addyson Rushton 
8th Grade, Copper Mountain Middle School 

Teacher, Alisha Wheeler 
Aimee Sapp 

8th Grade, Hurricane Middle School 
Teacher, Melissa Riach 

Siosefa-Anthony Toki 
8th Grade, Copper Mountain Middle School 

Teacher, Alisha Wheeler 

Taylee Tolman 
7h Grade, Lehi Junior High 
Teacher, Chancellor Carter 

Maximilian Tunbridge 
7th Grade, Butler Middle School 

Teacher, Anna McNamer 
Lilith Valadez 

7th Grade, TH Bell Junior High School 
Teacher, Jennifer Duke 

Marie Woolston 
7th Grade, Diamond Fork Middle School 

Teacher, Rachel Stanger 
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